
The music of Augusta Read Thomas (b. 1964 in New York) is 

nuanced, majestic, elegant, capricious, lyrical, and colorful — "it is 

boldly considered music that celebrates the sound of the 

instruments and reaffirms the vitality of orchestral music" 

(Philadelphia Inquirer). 

A composer featured on a Grammy winning CD by Chanticleer 

and Pulitzer Prize finalist, Thomas’ impressive body of works 

“embodies unbridled passion and fierce poetry” (American 

Academy of Arts and Letters). The New Yorker magazine called 

her "a true virtuoso composer." Championed by such luminaries as 

Barenboim, Rostropovich, Boulez, Eschenbach, Salonen, Maazel, 

Ozawa, and Knussen, she rose early to the top of her profession. 

The American Academy of Arts and Letters described Thomas as 

“one of the most recognizable and widely loved figures in American Music." 

She is a University Professor of Composition in Music and the College at The University of Chicago. 

Thomas was the longest-serving Mead Composer-in-Residence with the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra for conductors Daniel Barenboim and Pierre Boulez (1997-2006). This residency 

culminated in the premiere of Astral Canticle, one of two finalists for the 2007 Pulitzer Prize in Music. 

During her residency, Thomas not only premiered nine commissioned orchestral works, but was also 

central in establishing the thriving MusicNOW series, through which she commissioned and 

programmed the work of many living composers. For the 2017-2018 concert season, Thomas was 

the Composer-in-Residence with the Eugene Symphony Orchestra, while Francesco Lecce-Chong 

served as Music Director and Scott Freck as Executive Director. Thomas was MUSICALIVE 

Composer-in-Residence with the New Haven Symphony, a national residency program of The 

League of American Orchestras and Meet the Composer. 

Thomas won the Ernst von Siemens Music Prize, among many other coveted awards. She is a 

member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a member of the American Academy of 

Arts and Letters. Thomas was named the 2016 Chicagoan of the Year. 

In 2016, Augusta Read Thomas founded the University of Chicago’s Center for Contemporary 

Composition. Her discography includes 88 commercially recorded CDs. 


